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One fine day, although night would seem more appropriate as it stimulates the imagination, they stormed the recording studio without the use of force. There were three of them, but that was enough to make a fairly large fuss. Pianist Nikola Kołodziejczyk, drummer Michał Bryndal, and bassist Maciej Szyciński walked in, talked, played and left us with two mysterious albums. 
An initial study of the album cover and its double content alone will rouse the imagination and bring certain things to mind. The interesting cover and an evocative title are powerful encouragement to pick up the album and put it in a CD player. But first we stop for a moment to contemplate on the title. On the one hand, “A Vista Social Club” suggests a band of Cuban musicians, who taking great care for their age and music, perform well-known tunes often including explicit lyrics. On the other hand “a vista” informs us that the pieces were created without a prior preparation or need for musical notation. 
[…] 
We get a solid portion of refined, improvised, but still mainstream jazz. The music is mild, not earsplitting as one would expect from improvised jazz. The 17 tracks are so conceptually coherent and elaborate that it is hard to believe that they were not written down and played at least once before. Everything was made up as the musicians played, then recorded and given to us uncut. There is no joking around, but rather concentration and understanding. 
Only first-rate musicians can sit down and play something that is immediately recorded. Otherwise the result is unskillful, unfinished pieces consisting of incoherent, fleeting, unused ideas and opportunities. Here there is no such thing. The chemistry between the musicians is downright amazing. Personally, if I had not known this album was a complete improvisation, I would have assumed everything had been beautifully planned and practiced. 
Stryjo is an incredibly close-knit trio who have taken  communication to the highest level. Longer, beautifully flowing musical forms are a result of ideas and motifs offered up by one of the musicians and flawlessly adopted and utilized by the others. The musicians do not skim the surface, they go deeper, bringing out everything possible from the emerging threads. They discover, explore and wander together, side-by-side into the unknown. The effect? Neat compositions with a song-like character that will be appreciated by both the trained ear and the layperson.
“A Vista Social Club,” is an improvised, very pleasant and rather quiet album, consistent and masterful. The pieces are ambitious, but from the perspective of the listener very approachable. It is great to listen to and even the most sophisticated music aficionados will find the album appealing. Worth a listen—you might want to buy the physical album as it is pleasant to the eye and great for the ears. 





